Information Sheet- Extended Essay – First Draft

The first draft of your extended essay is a reflection of all the research you have conducted. It should be a fairly complete document.  Writing the draft allows you the opportunity to get your ideas on paper, to fully develop your thesis, and serves as the foundation of content that you will shape and add to throughout the writing process.  This draft is not something you do in haste (without extensive research and an outline) and promise yourself you will do better later. It is a thoughtful document that shows the reader (your advisor) how you plan to present the information you have gathered in order to support your thesis.  This is not to say that as you write your draft, you will not find areas where you need more information, or perhaps want to add data from a better source you’ve just found.  You may even find you need to add another section, an aspect you didn’t see until writing.  You can note your plans or changes in brackets as you write, or code them in a certain way so that you and advisor can quickly see where you need to do more work. Overall though, we (your advisors and I) do expect to see a serious effort.  Since this has been a struggle for past extended essay students, we have some helpful criteria for you. This will ensure a more successful essay and a less stressful fall semester. The draft you submit on the first day of school must follow the criteria listed in order to be accepted.

Criteria for an Acceptable Extended Essay First Draft

· Minimum 2800 words.  Please include word count at the end of the document.  This can be done easily in Word.  Ask if you are not sure how to do this.

· Typed

· Double spaced

·  12 pt. font

· Page number in the header of each page

· Title Page (see example in packet – exclude IB number.  You will receive it later)

· Table of contents (Your outline can help in developing this piece.  Several examples are in the packet)

· Includes internal citations for all information that is not your own (parenthetical or footnote style). Please refer to plagiarism prevention information and directions for internal documentation given to you. 

· Updated bibliography attached

· Minimum of 6 sources

PLEASE COMPLETE THE TOP SECTION OF THE ATTACHED RUBRIC SHEET, STAPLE IT TO YOUR DRAFT AND SUBMIT TO YOUR ADVISOR THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL


